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Our authors speak up: Is this
country good to its writers?
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31 authors from across the country answer the question: Is Canada a good country in which to live
and work as a writer?

27 comments ConfirRecommend

Andrew J. Borkowski

Yes, Canada is a fabulous place to work as a writer. Our
society is an enigma that defies all the conventional rules of
nationhood. We are an outward-looking society, open to new
ideas, amused by the world’s contradictions (because our
country is a mass of them) and we are less hidebound by
assumptions about our literature and about ourselves than
any other society I can think of. There are good reasons why
the term “Global Village” was coined by a Canadian. As a
multicultural society in the post-national age we are well
situated to contemplate and to play with the conundrums of
globalization. You can’t ask for a more intriguing challenge
than to work within a culture striving to forge an identity
when the whole concept of cultural identity is being laid open
to question.

As a writer of Central European descent, I’ve been taught to
treasure our freedom to say what we like, however we like.
We could be making more money compared to our British and
American colleagues, but Canadians are great readers and,
compared to Ukraine, Libya, Zimbabwe and three quarters of
the countries on the planet, Canada is a damn fine place to
write.

Andrew J. Borkowski is the author of Copernicus
Avenue. He lives in Toronto.
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